 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1HIGHLIGHTS OF LAN 2000

by Jeanne Klein, CNA delegate

The Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods (LAN) continued many initiatives begun in previous years and dealt with new situations as they arose:

* RENTAL REGISTRATION & 4 to 2 UNRELATED PERSONS


LAN forwarded its proposal for rental registration in December 1999, but City Commissioners didn’t begin to act on it until CNA lobbied for a new ordinance which would re-define “family” living in rental properties as no more than 2 unrelated persons in single-family zoned residences.  Thanks to the earlier efforts of David Born and Jerry Schultz in 1998, and Arly Allen and Bob Blank this past year, City Commissioners agreed that such actions need to be taken to stabilize our single-family neighborhoods.  Meanwhile, Commissioners passed a new Disorderly Nuisance House ordinance in June which makes neighbors responsible for reporting complaints.  We hope that the City’s new Environment/Housing Inspector will help in these efforts.

* SMART GROWTH & SOUTH LAWRENCE DEVELOPMENT


A community Smart Growth conference in May sparked lively discussions, as did a presentation to LAN by Eric Kelly, an urban growth expert, in August.  Nevertheless, Indian Hills NA lobbied for a moratorium on development south of 23rd from Louisiana to Kasold until the City creates a comprehensive plan for the area.  CNA seconded these efforts.  [Snodgrass’s dumping permit at Louisiana & 31st expired in this FEMA-defined floodplain, but who can tell?]

* REZONING GASLIGHT VILLAGE FOR HOME DEPOT


Developers continued to defer action with the Planning Commission as neighbors continued to voice their opposition to this project on 31st St near Iowa.  Horner’s intimidation of mobile home owners forced many to vacate this now empty property.

* LOUISIANA STREET TRAFFIC CALMING


Engineers presented their proposal to the Planning and Traffic Safety Commissions, which now goes to the City Commission for their action:

Phase 1 - add sidewalk between Parkhill Terrace & 18th St.

$168,750

Phase 2 - roundabout at 27th Terrace school entrance

$318,795

Phase 3 - medians between 20th & 21st and 25th & Utah

$  76,560

Phase 4 - roundabout at 17th; median between 22nd & Greever
$  95,775

Phase 5 - roundabout at 19th & Naismith



$204,330

Phase 6 - roundabout at 19th & Louisiana



$545,720

Phase 7 - roundabout at Checkers/Malls entrance


$330,140

Phase 8 - roundabout at 27th; median between 20th & 19th

$126,530

* ZONING CODES ADVISORY COMMITTEE


David Burress, LAN rep, has been working to ensure that established neighborhoods retain their old zoning codes for in-fill development purposes.  Contact him with your concerns at dburress@ukans.edu.

*SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS AND NEIGHBORHOOD GRANTS


The City announced a new 5-year capital improvement program to fund sidewalk installation and repair, as well as new Neighborhood Grants ($2,500) for any NA project.  For example, University Place NA got a grant to install a sign at Veterans Park which recounts UP history and includes a map and leaflets for a self-guided tour.  Contact Michael Tubbs, assistant city manager, for more information (832-3404).

* STORMWATER


City Commissioners finally agreed to raise stormwater utility fees so that more capital improvements may be initiated per the City’s Master Stormwater Plan.  Meanwhile, the City passed a new Stormwater Pollution Prevention ordinance, effective January 1, 2001, to meet federal EPA standards.  So don’t dump harmful chemicals into storm sewers!

* KU RECREATION CENTER


CNA and University Place NA representatives voiced their concerns about increased traffic, stormwater runoff, and noise with the design and building of a new KU Rec Center south of Watkins Health Center on 18th St.  Stay tuned to this future development scheduled to break ground this fall and to open in Spring 2003.

* RIDE THE “T”


City busses began rolling in December after many LAN members and citizens lobbied for public transportation.

* SEX


City Commissioners passed a new ordinance restricting sex-oriented businesses (Naughty but Nice, Priscilla’s) in the future after LAN and other NAs lobbied for such.

* NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST


The City hired a new Neighborhood Specialist, Cindy Nau, to assist neighborhood groups.  Contact her at 832-3108 or email cnau@ci.lawrence.ks.us.

