Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods

Minutes January 4, 2006

Lawrence Memorial Hospital

(December, 2005 Meeting cancelled because of weather.)

PRESENT: Gwen Klingenberg, LAN President, West Lawrence NA; Steve Braswell, LAN Secretary, Pinckney NA; Jim Carpenter, LAN Treasurer, Barker NA; Tom Harper, Centennial NA; Linda McKay, Old West Lawrence NA; Don Dunn, Indian Hills NA; Bill Wachspress, East Lawrence NA; Danny Drungilas, Prairie Park NA; CJ Brune, University Place NA; Beth Bodine, North Lawrence Improvement Assoc.; Lesley Rigney, City of Lawrence Neighborhood Resources; David Schauner, Lawrence City Commission

GUESTS: Dave Corliss, City of Lawrence; Ray Urbanek, Captain Lawrence Police Dept.; Mark Bradford, Chief Lawrence Fire/Medical; Cliff Galante, Lawrence Public Transit Coordinator

Meeting called to order 7:00 pm


Agenda approved 


Minutes of November 2, 2005 approved 

TREASURER'S REPORT: No changes, balance $1564.09.  

2006 LAN membership dues are due.  $25.00 for organizations, $5.00 for individuals. There are still unpaid dues from 2005.

PRESENTATION: Dave Corliss and Capt. Urbanek discussed issues with current disorderly house, trash and noise problems.  An updated Disorderly House Ordinance will be presented to the City Commission January 17 or 24. Available on City’s website. One pending change will to have diversions count as convictions when considering further action.  Other possibilities include letters to property owners from Police Dept. and amendments to owner occupied and maximum three unrelated individuals per house regulations.

Improvements to trash ordinances may include shortening time interval for City action.  A change to noise (disturbing the peace) ordinance is to allow Police to be complaining party to initiate action.  Further meetings may be required with interested parties and City Commission regarding construction noise.

Capt. Urbanek cites the number of citations in 2005 for noise, public urination, minor in possession and other public civility problems were up over 200% compared to 2004.  The City points to this as increased attention to these type problems.

Beth said North Lawrence appreciates the Police and City’s attention to problems they have had and that are improving.

The Draft Development Code is available for review on the City website.  Dave Corliss stated that maybe an update meeting might be in order to point out major changes in new Code.  Tentative date of January 26, 5 –7 pm at City Hall.  Code is scheduled to go to Planning Commission in February and City Commission in March for approval.

NEIGHBORHOOD RESOURCES REPORT: (Lesley) 2005 City statistics are available on City website. A new committee on homelessness is being established.  Some immediate issues to be looked at include the use permit for the Lawrence Open Shelter and camping on public property.  City has allocated $160,00.00 for case management for homeless.

OLD BUSINESS: LAN elections.  All current officers were unanimously reelected.  Gwen Klingenberg, President; Carol Bowen, Vice-President; Steve Braswell, Secretary; Jim Carpenter, Treasurer. (No one else could be conned into taking these positions.)

NEW BUSINESS:  The Affordable Housing Group is asking City for funds to put on Conference on affordable housing, the precariously housed and housing needs, $3000.00 for the conference, including $1800.00 for a conference coordinator. Gwen is contact for this group.

Motion approved (Bodine/Carpenter) for LAN to support Affordable Housing Group request for funds to City commission.

(Lesley) Affordable housing typically means that no more than 30% of family income goes toward housing.

(Gwen) City of Lawrence is requesting a grant from American Institute of Architects (AIA) for a conference and workshop on Sustainable Development.

(David Schauner) There is an extra $1 million in this year’s budget for street maintenance, most for study and classification of City streets.

NEW NA ISSUES: Centennial (Tom): Writing new letter regarding Disorderly House Ordinance.

East Lawrence (Bill): Chili feed January 10.

North Lawrence (Beth): NLIA and City discussing flood concerns.

Pinckney (Steve): Met with LMH regarding hospital expansion plans.

University Place (CJ): Discussed concerns regarding expansion of University Recreation Center.

West Lawrence (Gwen): Concerns regarding Bauer Farms development. Got good education from City Engineer Chuck Soules on streets and pavement.

Meeting adjourned 9:00 p.m. 

REPS: If you can't attend a meeting, please send alternate representative so Neighborhood Associations are heard.

LINKS:

Lawrenceneighborhoods.org
http://lawrenceks.org/
http://lawrenceneighres.org/
Submitted by:
Steve Braswell, LAN Secretary

January 23, 2006

