 Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods
April 1, 2010
Capitol City Bank

PRESENT: Gwen Klingenberg, LAN President, West Lawrence Neighborhood Association; Steve Braswell, LAN Secretary, Pinckney Neighborhood Association; Tom Harper, LAN Treasurer, Centennial Neighborhood Association; Dan Dannenburg, Sunset Hills Neighborhood Association; Candy Davis, Oread Neighborhood Association; Deron Belt, East Lawrence Neighborhood Association; Michael Pomes, Park Hill Neighborhood Association; Ted Boyle, North Lawrence Improvement Association; David Longhurst, Downtown Lawrence; Kirk McClure, Old West Lawrence Neighborhood Association; C.J. Brune, University Place Neighborhood Association; Bob Tryanski, Centennial Neighborhood Association; Robert Lewis, West Hills Neighborhood Association; James Sherman, University Heights Neighborhood Association; Sean Williams, Hillcrest Neighborhood Association; Dani Dresslar, City of Lawrence Planning And Development Services, Community Development Division

Meeting called to order 7:00 pm.

March 2010 minutes approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT: $100.00 deposits. Current balance $1878.88. Steve presented an invoice for $155.00 from Acornwebworks, Kendall Simmons, for hosting and maintaining the LAN website for one year. Tom wrote a check for this invoice.

NEIGHBORHOOD RESOURCES REPORT: Dani handed out the April 2010 Planning and Development Services Neighborhood Update.  Issues include: Advised of upcoming text amendments to the development code. It was discussed again the frustration many feel from lack of adequate notification when these amendments are added. The Community Development Advisory Committee will have a public hearing on Community Development Block Grant requests April 8.

PRESENTATION: James Sherman discussed a request for rezoning for the Jayhawk Bookstore at 1420 Crescent Road, at the top of Naismith Drive on the east side of the University Campus. The request is to go from the current non-conforming use to a mixed use category. The main neighborhood concern is that as written, mixed use could allow bars.  It is felt that this site has too much traffic and lack of parking and too many close residences to allow bars. Noise, litter, and possible violence around bars were also discussed. University Heights and West Hills Neighborhood Associations are against zoning that would allow a bar. It was thought that the Mixed Use area would not allow bars, but that has been revised by the City to allow bars. The issue of lack of notification of code changes was discussed. Kirk said we need to be involved in discussing and creating Development Code changes, not just advised that changes have been made.

It was moved (Klingenberg/Lewis) for LAN to write a letter to the Planning Commission and the City Commission in support of Jayhawk Bookstore not being allowed to become a bar.  The issue of lack of notification will also be pointed out.

OLD BUSINESS: Ted discussed the Northeast Sector Plan.  He has been attending meetings and says North Lawrence is pretty happy with the plan under development. Most land (80%-85%) will remain agricultural. Some industrial development around the airport would be ok since there is some development there now. Ted said there has been a lot of neighborhood input. The plan originally included much more industrial development and a sand mining operation near Midland that were eliminated.

Bob Tryanski from Centennial Neighborhood discussed how neighbors are living with the new athletic stadium at Lawrence High School. Bob said big concerns that remain include: Lack of good perimeter drainage. Stormwater runoff has greatly increased to surrounding residences.  He said that in discussions with Matt Bond, City Stormwater Engineer, Matt said the specs were followed in building the sports complex. Bob had photos showed standing water with drains standing higher than the water. 

The light system installed creates much more light onto surrounding residences than was promised. There is also a concern that the facility will not be used as originally promised and that many more activities will take place than just high school events. This compounds all the other issues including traffic and parking.

Kirk pointed out one possible aspect to look at is that this public action has caused loss of value to surrounding properties. A professional Loan Loss Appraiser could make this determination.

It was moved (Lewis/Brune) that LAN would write a letter to the City Commission and School Board supporting Centennial Neighborhood in issuing complaints that the sports facility was not built as promised.

Candy discussed there is no progress in furthering a change to the Boarding House regulations. She would like to see a limit on conversion of small residences into boarding houses and that better parking, 1 parking space per bedroom, be included.  The Planning commission will have this issue April 20.

NEW BUSINESS: It was suggested that the next LAN breakfast guests be Scott McCullough, City Planning Director.
Gwen said Matt Bond at the previous breakfast thought the Lawrence High School drainage is working well.

NEIGHBORHOOD REPORTS:

Centennial/University Place (Tom): The two neighborhoods held a joint pot luck dinner that had Kirk McClure speak about development issues. It was a good event.

East Lawrence (Deron): Held a successful neighborhood garage/yard sale event.

North Lawrence (Ted): North 2nd street is partially open, which neighbors are glad to see. Most complaints regarding the North 2nd Street detour has not come from North Lawrence neighbors. A meeting is coming up with ICL to update neighbors on plant operations. More North Lawrence streets will be torn up this summer and rebuilt. 

Old West Lawrence (Kirk): New officers have been elected. The adaptive reuse ordinance is causing concern. Kirk again asked how do we get to the table during discussions of code changes? Another concern is lack of enforcement of Lawrence Truck Routes. Large beer trucks with 43’ trailers are cutting over the corners of yards when turning.

Park Hill (Michael): Election for new officers is coming up.

Sunset Hills (Dan): Meeting April 19. They have made changes to by-laws to stagger election of officers. Neighbors have concerns with adding left turn lanes to Iowa between Harvard and 15th Street. May turn the neighborhood into a large parking lot for KU students. They think 15th street should be improved as a better entrance to KU. The City and KU need to work together better and plan better traffic features. Turn lanes would address only part of the traffic problem in the area. Traffic needs to be dealt with to allow it to flow better around the university.

Meeting adjourned 9:00 p.m.  

Next LAN meeting at Capital City Bank, 8th and New Hampshire, 7:00 pm, Thursday May 6, 2010

REPS: If you can't attend a meeting, please send alternate representative so Neighborhood Associations are heard.

LINKS:
Lawrenceneighborhoods.org
http://lawrenceks.org/,

Submitted by: 
Steve Braswell, LAN Secretary, May 6, 2010
