 Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods
May 6, 2010
Capitol City Bank

PRESENT: Gwen Klingenberg, LAN President, West Lawrence Neighborhood Association; Steve Braswell, LAN Secretary, Pinckney Neighborhood Association; Dan Dannenburg, Sunset Hills Neighborhood Association; Deron Belt, East Lawrence Neighborhood Association; Ted Boyle, North Lawrence Improvement Association; David Longhurst, Downtown Lawrence; C.J. Brune, University Place Neighborhood Association; Robert Lewis, West Hills Neighborhood Association; David Geyer, Indian Hills Neighborhood Association; Dickie Heckler, Brook Creek Neighborhood Association; Tresa Hill, Old West Lawrence Neighborhood Association; Kaite Caren, University Place Neighborhood Association; Dani Dresslar, City of Lawrence Planning And Development Services, Community Development Division; Chad Lamer, Friends of the Kaw; Joanne Bergman, Friends of the Kaw; Laura Calwell;, Friends of the Kaw; Steve Clark, Gould Evans Architects

Meeting called to order 7:00 pm.

April 2010 minutes approved.

PRESENTATION: Chad Lamer, Joanne Bergman and Laura Calwell with Friends of the Kaw discussed their organization’s efforts to promote the Kansas River as a recreational facility and protect it from environmental harm. Their current 3 year goals include: developing access points every 10 miles along the river, complete a data inventory of river conditions, monitor dredging and wastewater discharges into river and see they are within their permit requirements and increase education outreach. They also have canoes and will lead group float trips on the Kaw. The Friends of the Kaw have a Pollution Hotline to report pollution problems with the river, 866-rivkeep. Their website is kansasriver.org.

Steve Clark with Gould Evans Architects discussed plans for renovations to the Lawrence Public Library.  This includes adding 18,000 square feet of space which would include increased public meeting rooms, doubling the children’s area, add computers, improve energy efficiency and parking. Supporters of this renovation hope to have this project on the November ballot.

NEIGHBORHOOD RESOURCES REPORT: Dani handed out the May 2010 Planning and Development Services Neighborhood Update.  Issues include: upcoming text amendments to the City Development code, how to contact Westar with street lighting concerns, the Community Development Advisory Committee has finalized their allocation decisions for CDBG funds.

OLD BUSINESS: Gwen is working with the Centennial Neighborhood Association on drafting a letter to the City regarding problems with the new lights at the Lawrence High School athletic facility. 

Gwen said feedback she has heard from recent City study sessions regarding the boarding house question is there may be some agreement on parking issues. The Planning commission estimates there may be 80 properties in Oread operating under boarding house regulations.

The last breakfast guest was head of the Lawrence Planning Department, Scott McCullough. Robert said he asked Scott about concerns some people have with what they believe is lack of adequate notifications to amendments to the City Development code.  Robert said Scott’s response was that all these changes are advertised and that people need to watch closer. City Manager Dave Corliss at this breakfast offered opportunities for LAN members to ride along with police or tours of city facilities. Gwen would like more LAN attendance at these breakfasts. It was decided the next breakfast guest will be Mark Hecker with Parks and Recreation.

The review of the issue of allowing bars in mixed use districts has been postponed a month.

NEW BUSINESS: The desire to hold a LAN retreat was discussed. The purpose of the retreat would be to set goals and plan how to meet these goals.  CJ suggested keeping the retreat to 4 hours.

The issue of allowing hotels and motels into IBP areas was discussed.  Gwen said this would not be allowed under current regulations.  It was moved (Geyer/Brune) that LAN will write a letter of support for the League of Women Voters for…





NEIGHBORHOOD REPORTS:

West Hills (Robert): Held annual meeting. Many neighbors expressed concerns with the size of the Iowa Street modifications planned and that much more traffic will be funneled through their neighborhood to access the University.

University Place (CJ): Held election, no change in officers.

Brook Creek (Dickie): Neighbors concerned with flooding near Brook Creek because of new development. Handed out newsletter.

North Lawrence (Ted): The I-70 Business Center has new owners Should see some new retail and controlled climate storage facility.

Meeting adjourned 9:00 p.m.  

Next LAN meeting at Capital City Bank, 8th and New Hampshire, 7:00 pm, Thursday June 3, 2010

REPS: If you can't attend a meeting, please send alternate representative so Neighborhood Associations are heard.

LINKS:
Lawrenceneighborhoods.org
http://lawrenceks.org/,

Submitted by: 
Steve Braswell, LAN Secretary, June 3, 2010
